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The Aeolian Islands, also known as the Lipari Islands are an archipelago of volcanic origin,
located in the Tyrrhenian Sea off the north coast of Sicily. Include two active volcanoes,
Stromboli and Vulcano, in addition to several secondary volcanic phenomena.
The Aeolian Islands form an archipelago of seven islands themselves, plus islets and reefs
from the sea. 7 The islands are arranged in a Y-shaped in horizontal, off the northern Sicily,
facing the Tyrrhenian coast from Messina. Therefore, they are visible from much of the
coast of Sicily when the visibility is excellent.

The archipelago consists of the following islands:




Lipari is the largest island of the archipelago, with just over
37 sg km of area is the heart of the archipelago, home of
the god Aeolus, who is said to live, where now stands the
castle that dominates the old town.

The island is mountainous and rugged, reaches its
maximum altitude Chirica the mountain (602 m), followed
by Monte S. Angelo (594 m). His town lies at the foot of
the imposing fortress of the castle, the only Greek
Acropolis, and along the creeks, north and south of Marina Corta and Marina Lunga. In
these two fractions have the landing place for ships and hydrofoils.

The island has about 12,000 inhabitants live in the villages of the island: Canneto,
Acquacalda, Quattropani and Pianoconte. With the exception of Salina all the other
islands of the administrative responsibility of Lipari.

The island has been shaped by twelve volcanoes. Its
volcanic nature is evident in the Valle Muria, red rocks,
and in the north-eastern coast, covered by a vast cast of
pumice. On this mountain of white cream intersect the
three obsidian flows of Old Forge, the Rocche Rosse,
and the oldest north of Canneto.

And 'at the center of the archipelago and logistically for

those unfamiliar with the islands from which it is easier
to move and make a one-day excursions.

And 'the island rich in services and the best-equipped for tourism and tourist services.




Alicudi is the westernmost island of the archipelago, is characterized by
the extensive presence of ivy, which gives it a purple color. A special
feature is the presence of donkeys on the island as the only means of
transport. The coast of the island is dotted with small beaches and rock
arches.
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Filicudi is the island's oldest, offers a unique multi-sensory
experience, between the rugged coastline, bays and cliffs, among
which the most important "rock of Canna."

Salina, whose name derives from its salty lake, is a favorite destination
for scuba divers it offers real underwater paradise. The mountain
"Trench Ferns", from whose summit offers a breathtaking view of the
archipelago, bears witness to the volcanic island.




Vulcano, island made ofi fwo volcanoes connected by a narrow
isthmus; Vulcanello inactive, and Vulcan, still partially active at the top
where you can enjoy an exceptional setting. Destination for many
tourists who come all this way for a climb to the crater or a swim in the
lake of mud baths.

Panarea is the smallest island, surrounded by small islets destination
for diving enthusiasts for the presence of spectacular backdrops,
including a cobalt blue sea, rocks, black, red and ocher and the
carcass of a British ship lying at depth.

Stromboli is the farthest island and easternmost of the archipelago. It
has one of the world's volcanoes erupting permanent. Its crater is
reached in about three hours of travel from the top, but you can see a
beautiful landscape with explosions of lava and lapilli.




Administratively included in the Province of Messina, the archipelago is divided
between the towns of Leni, Malfa, Santa Marina Salina, located on the island of Salina
and Lipari, which extends on the remaining islands. Increasingly popular tourist
destination, the islands attract up to 200,000 visitors annually.

In 2000, the Aeolian Islands have
been named World Heritage by
UNESCO for the volcanic
phenomena.
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Etymology

The islands take their name from the god Aeolus, king
of the winds. According to Greek mythology, Aeolus
repaired and gave these islands their name due to its
reputation as a trainer of the winds. He lived in Lipari,
and could predict the weather by observing the shape
of the clouds puffing from an active volcano, Stromboli
probably. Thanks to this ability is crucial for the
islanders who were mostly fishermen and needed to
know the weather events that allegedly took place,
Aeolus gained great popularity in the archipelago.

Transport

The islands are accessible by ferry or hydrofoil from Vibo
Valentia, Messina, Milazzo, Palermo and Sant'Agata di
Militello, Reggio Calabria, Naples.

It is also a link available on request from Reggio Calabria,
and even by helicopter from the airport of Catania.
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The prehistoric inhabitants were undoubtedly attracted by the fact
the presence of large quantities of obsidian, a glassy substance of
volcanic origin through which the Aeolian Islands were at the center
of flourishing trade routes since the days of ancient Rome. The first
settlements there were already some centuries before 4000 BC, the
neolithic age. Obsidian, which in those days was a material due to the
fact sought to be as sharp as the man of the time available, it :
generated intense commercial traffic so as to give great prosperity to the islands. Lipari was exported
in large quantities. At Lipari was born one of the most populous settlements in the Mediterranean,
and from 3000 BC the richness of Lipari is extended to six other islands, which began to be populated.

The islands were later colonized by the Greeks around 580 BC, which
they called the Aeolian Islands as they thought they were the abode of
the god of the winds, Aeolus, a myth intended to affirm the
"Greekness".

260 were in the theater of battle between Rome and Carthage Lipari.
In Roman times, became centers of commerce sulfur, alum and salt.

In 1544, when Spain declared war on France, the French king Francis |
asked for help to the Ottoman Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent. This

sent a fleet commanded that sailed on the Aeolian islands and attacked, killing and deporting its
inhabitants. According to his plan the Aeolian Islands were to be the outpost from which to attack
Naples.

Over the centuries the archipelago was repopulated again by the Spanish communities, Sicily and the
rest of Italy. During the Bourbon on the island of Vulcano was used as a penal colony for the forced
extraction of alum and sulfur.




Economy

The main source of income is tourism on the islands today,
because there is a large presence on the island of hotels,
holiday homes, B & B, and other facilities for the reception
of visitors.

Once the archipelago's economy was based mainly on
agriculture and fishing.

Significantly, it was, the extraction and export of pumice
that for a certain period has provided a good source of
income.

Even today they are grown and exported to the capers, and
especially the island of Salina is a great production of a
famous wine, Malvasia.




